tion next time.—In the case of Cross Inn,
' Ffair Rhos, the Chief Constable objected
|to the renewal of the licence and Mr A.
J. Hughes, Aberystwyth, appeared for
the Lichfield nrewery, owners, and Mr
Albert Edward Evans, licensee, in support
of the avpplication for renewal.—P.8.
James Lewis stated that the Cross Inn
was licensed for six days. After de-
scribing the house, which was situated
a mile and a quarter from Pontrhydfendi-
gaid on the main road to Pontrhydygroes,
witness said he had known the house for
about twenty years. The trade was smali
compared with what it used To be. The

ratablé value was £4. The Black Lion,
Pontrhydfendigaid, was the nearecst house.
T}lfx_rtla wzrére threeU publ;c "I}‘llc:uses m] tf:he
parish (Gwnnws per). e population
of tha marish hatf decreased by 144 in |
twenty years. There was no need for|
three houses T the wvarish, and in
his opinion the Cross Inn was not required
at all. Some. time ago plans of altera-
tions to the house were submitted to the
Bench and approved. He visited the
house ten davs ago, and the improve-
ments agreed to bv the Bench had not
heen carried out.—Cross-examined by Mr
Hughes: The alterations were to be com-

pleted by June 30th next. There was no
mr}:i{p]aint aa to the conduct of the house.
—Mr Hughes: Have any facts arisen sinea
the house was retf'o-r!'qedy for compensation

last year?—Witness; No, unless there
are more funds in the exchequer.
(Laughter.) He was under the impres-

sion that the licence was renewed by the
Compensafion Authority as there was not
sufficient money in the fund. Cross Inn
was an old and respectable house. When
the mines were working the trade was
larger. He had not ascertained the feel-
ings of the loecality regarding the licence.
~P.C. Thomas Jones, Pontrhydfendi-
oaid, said he had often visited the house,
The trade done was small. The house was
not required to meet the needs of the
localitv.  The house was managed by the
landlady, whose husband work>d in the
colliery.—By Mr Hughes: He did not sug-
cest she was incapable.—Addressing the
Bench, Mr Hughes said he was in a Jiffi-
cnlt position as the case was fully
thrashed out last year, and the Bench
thought it was their duty to refer the
leence  for  compensation.  Since “te
Cﬂmm‘nsatlon Authority renewed the
licence, not a single ohiection was made

to }-‘_19 house by those who knew it best,

=
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and nothing had occurred to show why the
house should again be referred.  He
assumed that the Bench had an open
mind and would deal with the casa on the
avidence, not from what they might have
honrg]. It was a remarkable faet that
nothing had transpired since the refusal
by the Compensation Authority. who had
not recogmsed the action of the Bench,
and there was nd objection by the nolice
except as diregt sybv the Bench. There
was not a,rfi'nit‘fﬂ jection bv those who

knew the place EQ': not even a petition
from the %tn B
difficult if & ° :

ition was made

ad made up their

minds to do away with the liecence when
tuore was a sufficient amount in the
compensation fund.. The houie was wel
econduoted and a means of support to the
licenseg and his family; employing the.:
in_a respeciable nouse without a shidow
o compiamt. The annual trade con-
sisted of thirty-one barrels of ale, 105
dozen bottles, and twonty gallons of
spirits.  T'here was an inercase m the
sale of draught ae. The house was con-
venient to a large ssction of people who
were entitled to accommodation, and a
good character was given to it by the
police. 1t was a laudable desire to s.lect
hounses which were not required; but he
could mention several houtes clos» to each
other and he did not see why a conven-
int and respectable house should bh: seé:-
ected. Was that an Knglish and digni-
fied way of d-aling with the temperance
quostion?  He was informed by the Chief
Constable that the compensation fund
now amounted to between 2400 and £500,
which would be incr-ased to #1.100. He
made a strong appeal to the Beneh not to

harass the licensee and incur expense
until there was a suffici=nt sam in the
compensation to deal with all the
cases.—The Bench decided to renew the

liceneca.



