- ABERYSTWYTH HOTEL FIRE.

~. i aeb e Guttinih SEp-ainn
-

100 GUESTS IN DANGER..

BIG BUILDING COMPLETELY

¥

THRILLING

The biggest fire known in- Aberystwyth since | promptitude and skill in their efforts to pre-
the College fire in 1885 occurred in the early { vent the fire sprcading and in confining it to
hours of Tuesday when in a few short hou:s ; the one site. There was a plentiful supply of
the block of buildings
extending aleng Terrace-road to Bath-street, | the Promenade.
known as the Waterloo Hydro, were gutted | long t'me that the fire would
from end to end, leaving the walls alone'adj?inlix}g. hopse, No. 30, Marine-terrace,,
ganding, The fire was first discovered in|a d-ouble-froned house in which Mr. anj Mrs.
the basement on the Promenade side where ! John Gibson and family reside, who were
the members of the hotel staff took their | removed and similar preczutions were taken in
meals. By two o'ciock the flames were issu-|the mnext adpining houses, including tle
ing from the upper porticn of the front of | “Deva.” Several visitors cleared out of =2d-
the building and by five o’clock the fire had | Joining houses on the Terrace and with their
obtained cémplete mastery. When the fire : children camved on the Promenade until the
broke out the wind was blowing from the danger of the fire spreading was over. As the
south and aguiust the Terrace-road side of the ! reault of an incessant flow of water oad the
hotel. As the fire progresscd the wind vee-ed ; Dickness of the partition wall the fire did net
into the south-west with the resuli that when | penet ate further eastward.
the front doors and windows fell in the flames ! A renresentative of the “Cambran News"
were fanned by a strong wind and driven . interviewed a number of the staff and visitos
backward throughout the block facing Bath- ion Tuesday morning. M. Jean ' Pasche, chef,
street. The Fire Brigade attacked the fire | who was sleeping in the top part of the Hotel,
from the back in the hope of cutting off the :s2id that on hearing a disturbonce he im-
fire from the rear; but it was soon evident | mediately rushed downstaits. He were his
that nothing could be saved. In quick succession | working trousers and vest only awd lost every-
rcom after rcom at the fron, became | thing else including kis ¢ vings in Treasury
illuminated ang then burst in'olnotcs. Smoke wos then ¢ .ming -«m the base
flame. Then the dormer windows and ' ment kitchen undernmeath the office, situated
roof on the western end” where the fire near the front entrance hall. For hal® an
originated fell' in with a crash. The front hour he continued his efforts to extinguish the
rooms on the ground floor, as wel] as the firé by throwing bucketfvls of water cn ‘o
uppe: rooms to the fourth siurey, were blazing the burning woodwork: but the inereasing
cauldrons fed ocntinuously by the’ falling flames forced him to yield.

STORIES OF RESCUE.

facing the sea and g water frcm stand-pipes in Terrace-roall and on [
There was anxiety for a|was abla to descend
extend to the [ The

-
-

GUTTED.

Queen’s-road, performed a gallant und risky
deed which won tlhie admiraticn of the erowd

of .onlockers. He ciimbed up the serond
ladder, bug jfound that Mr. Bennett
wihout  assistance:

bedroom and the room underneath
were then ablaze. Mr. Thomas also sue
ceeded in unfastening the second ladder before
returning. Unfcrtunately, he hurt his heel by
haviag to kick his foot through the window in
order to cbtain an opeang o fasten the
ladder to tho frame of he window and the
f]:_\jurg' prevented him returning to duty on
resgay., -

Mr. A. Benneti, boct manufacturer, Mardol,
Shrewsbury (who lost his leg when & child in an
2ccident on a farm) went to the Hydr on
Saturday and was given a bedroom on the top
landing. He went to bed about twelve o’clock
| 7and slept. until about two in the morning when
he wag awakened by hearing excited voices
in the street below. He went to the window
{in the dormer cf the roof tp see what was
! wrony and sew ‘hat the further end of the
. botel was on,fire. He immediately got into his
|cloﬁ\(~s. pushed a few things inw his bag, and

tried to get down the s airs, but was unable
| to proceod because of smoke. Realicing tha:

his only way of escape was through the window
he shouted for help and shortly afierward
realised that an atempt was being made to
rescue him. A ladder had been reared against
! the building, but did no. reach higher than the
. fourth storey. A very gallant atempt was

i cm—
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THE HOTEL ON THE MORNING AFTER

floors of timber. The flames crept ‘along from

room to room to the ecastorn ¢nd of the

hotel, including the billiard room, until the

entire frontage was a mass ¢f fire. Before the

furthermost rooms were reached, however,

human interest was excited by a statement

that a visitor was sleeping in the further attic.

A ladder was procured, but it would reach no

further than the window of the room immedi-

ately below and the excitement grew intemse

as the roof was sending cff columng of sinoke

and the flames were rapidly app-oashing the:
attie. Anpother ladder was nasted tp and

attached to the top of the firs. ladder in' order |
to reach the imprisoned visitcr. One of the -
men and a young townsman were seen to. cimb.
up and get into the at'ic and eventually, amid
the cheers of the crowd, descended into safety.
Shortly after the attic was in a blaze. A hose
was ed to a hydrant on the Promenade and
efforts were successfully made to cut off the
fire frem the adjoining Terrace house, between
which and the hote] there fortunately existed
a four-feet wall.

In the meantime the fire was steadily pur-
suing its course down Terrace-road to the Bath-

after another became illuminated, then broke

into a blaze, and the uoper windows belched ; of smoke and by crackling noises.

PORTIONS OF THE FRONT
WAS TAKEN.

Herbert Wilson, boots at the Hydro, retired
to bed about eleven o'clock; but did not sleep
until near twelve. About 1-30 o’clock he was
awakened by the slamming of a door and a
scteam and found that his room was full of
smoke. He got his clothes, went down to the
basement where the members of the staff took
their meals. Hec obtained water from the
taps for the French Chef to throw on to the
fire and it was through the coclness and
bravery of the Chef that the fir, was some-

Y =
THE FIRE.

what checked at the start or probably there
would have been loss of life befoie the wisi-

torst couid have escaped. The pipes got dam-
aged by the. fire and the water supply gave

b | out and the gis pipes melted, followed by the

lighted gas as the pipes gave cut. Shortly
afterward flames were seen coming through
the flooring of the hall ang the police directed
that the hotel should be cleared. Scme of the
inmates got down the stairs while others got
on to the balcony and were caught in blankets
as they jumped on to the Promenzde. There
were 150 in the Hydro at the time, incduding
the staff. They were hospitably sheltered by

: the Beile Vue Hotel and Mr. Teviotdale.
street end of the hotel block. One window

James Good, assistant boots, was sleeping in
the atiic  when he was awakened by the zr?ell
ter

forth volumes of flame extending to mearly | rezching the ground floor, he found Mrs.

half across the street. The
seen from Queen’s-road and Bath-street were
one mass of flame. The fire crept downward

from top to bottom storey and shop alter shop |
fire. The firemen i

on the ground floor took
endeavoured to save the shop at the cormer of

Bath-street and Terrace-road; but it is doubt- '

ful whether any Brigade could have saved it
and it became evident to all that nothing
would stop the fire until it hed bumt itself
out. The Hydro baths on th, Bath-street side
and the upper rooms and roofs blazed fu-iousiy

back premises |

Richards, the manageress, in distress, and
after helping her he gave a hand to the Chef
in throwing water and to the police in awaken-
ing the visifors.

Miss Norah Harries, daughter of Dr. H-r-
ries, Grosvenor House, was one of the first to
give the alarm of fire, She was disturbed b
seging light which seemed to blaze all at one
and she had never seen anything egqual to the
sight. The visitors on escaping from the
Hote] thronged into the house in an excited
and frightened state. Mr. Lione! Harries, son

| angular  block

FELL IN SHORTLY AFTER THE PICTURE

nevertheless made by Mr. James Jackson, Hyde
Grove, Charlton_on-Medlock, who moun'ed to
the top of the ladder and attempled to
threw a rope to Mr. Benneti, which unfor-
tunately failed. A second ladder was then
atached to the top of the first,
but there was still an intervening space cf some
six feet of roof betweem “he ladder’s and
the dormer. That being so, Mr Jack Thomas
did a brave piece of work. He assisted Mr.
Bennet, who by this time was in a pre
bad ecndition, on to the ladder ang bof

y ed savely to “he Promenade He was
n kindly taken in by ‘the Rer. Mawddwy
Jones and bospitebly trea'ed. Mr. Besnett
lcst his watch, mackintosh, and séveral things
which had 0 be loft behind in the rcom.

The Waterloo Hydro Hotel formed a tri-

richly furnished, and occupying a commanding
positicn in the centre of the Marine Parade,

and extending -g8'ong Terrace-road and Bath- |

street, the site being considered one of the
m-st valuable in West Wales. There were
criginally nine houses which were incorpora ed
into - one building held on a lease from the
Corporation for a term of seveaty-five years
from 1808. at an annuai rertal cf £60. The
Hotel had accommodation for 200 visitors-in

;107 bedrooms. The large dining room could

seat 250 and the smaller dining room 65. The
public rooms, all of which wer. handsomely
furnished, included a ballroom. lounge, smok-

ing room; coffee rcom, diawing rcom, and |

biliiard room. Along the front were two ex-
tensive balconies, to which there was access
from the principal rooms. Over £3000 was
cxpended on the imstallation of electrical and

medicizal baths of_moglefn ¢:orst_,r_uction il_l

of buildings, well-equipped, |




until approaching daybreak and then little
was left of the Hydro but its blackened walls
and chimneys. It was feared that the walls

would fal] into Terrace-road which was there:

fore kept clear of spectators,
mained standing until the end.

HOW IT HAPPENED.
NARRATIVES OF VICTIMS AND EYE-
WITNESSES. :

but they re-

“Ithe two resfaurtnts on the onposite side of tho

Among the onlookers, who assembled in
large numbers on the Promenade, in Terrace-
rond, Bath-street, and Corporation-street, the
foremost question was whether any lives were
in danger and as the assurance was passed
along that, as far as could be ascertsimed, all
had been saved, the excitement was calmed.
There was anxiety, however, with the wind
blowing strengly and fanning the flames that
the fire would extend to the adjoining house
and endanger the whole of the middle
part of the Marine-parade, as well as .the
houses in Bath-street. The wind blew for a
time toward the sea, but changed to the
south-west which was the means ¢f saving
Bath-street from the conflagration.

According to all accounts the fire was dis-
cavered at 1.30 a.m. and effor v were made to

extinguish it befare the arm  was:
given. Sho-ly after midnight there was
a  hawy downfall of rain, but the

rain had ceased before the fire was discovered.
Telephone messages were semt to the Police
Station, and P.C. Arthur Jones, who was in-
formed when on duty in North-parade. im-
mediately gave the alarm and the Fire Brigade
was summoned. P.S. Thomas Davies and P.C.
Jomes, on arriving at the scene, entered by
“he sidesdocr in Terrace-rcad and proceeded
ﬂb: the basement where they found a beam on

e.

M. Jean Pasche, chef; Herbert Wihon.l
hoots; and James Gond, assistant boots bhad |

ey - * - -
of Dr. Harries, alsc gave assistance in en-
deavouring to extinguish the fire at the out-
spt-and in helping visitors to clear from the
vpremises. When the Terrace-roal side of the
Hctel was in full blaze Grosvenor House and
the lecked-up shops, Messrs, Jomes Bros. office,

yoad were threatemed by the blazing heat
t which cracked the glass in the windows and
scorrhed the walls .

| “Thres of us were sleeping cn the  third
Janding,” said Mrs. Edge and her daughter,
of Edgbasten, “when we heard people mnning
downstairs and shouting. We ' Jid not have
time t» collect our belongings, but we went
ong ‘with coats over our night attire and in
the darkness we had difficulty in finding the
way to go.” They, however, heard 3 voice
saying “This way down, nlease,” and hurried
as fast as they ronld outs’de.

Madame Laura Evans-Williams, the famous
Weish soprano of the Queen’s Hall and lsad-
ing London concerts, was staying at the Hotel
with her concert party, in the course of their
Welsh tour. They were naturally distracted,
having lost their clothing, jewellerv, music,
and other valuable belongings. Mr. Purcel]
Jones, who delighted the large audience at the
Coliseum on Sunday night, lost his * cello

!VM at 2130, “It was one of the most
awful experiences “I have ever bad,” said
* Madame Laur: Evams-Williams. “We were |
‘told at first that there was no need for alarm
ras it was only a ciga-ette that had set fire
to some paper: but it turned out to be more

rags. We failed to return for our but we
wranped ourselves with towels. We are now
in borrowed plumes. We
kindly treated this morning and
happy as possble.” Mrs. Ankers,
North-read, saw the party at St.

have bgen very

are as
Gorseland,
Michaei's

| terrace, belonging to Mrs. Rowland Morgan,
serious and' we had to clear out almost in l was mnugnv cleck to M. H. Davis and Sons.

Hq!] _u}d Sook them to her house where shet

1912. There wers also hot and co!d, sea and
fresh water boths. |
‘For thirty years the husiness was con-
ducted by Mis. A Griffith and Miss A, E. |
Mo:oris, the proprietors. Cwing to the exten-
<lon of business. the premises were twice en-
larged and mo:dernised. In 1508 the business
wwas converted into a company urder the title
of Morsis and Grifith, Limited. pro
was under 2 morigace to Mr. T. Lewls, Ca:diff.
An inteccsting history 1s attached, to the
Waterloo for it stood on cne of {h¥ ancient
landmarks of tke tcwn. The name was de-
rived from the Waterloo Itcuse. owred by Dr.
Jamee, who was a notable inhabi‘ant. The
house wae built in “he Waterloo year, 1815,
and was purchasad by the Morris familv in
1833 from Dr. James whose v adjoined in
Terrace-road and was occupied after him bv
Messre, Murphy and Rowley, dentists. The
surgery was also bought by the mew owners,
as well as No. 27, Marine-narade which were
added to the Hotel. In 1887 a splendid stair-
case was constructed of mahogany and pitch-
pine, and made an attractive feature of the
premises. An adjoining eottage in Terrace-
road, owned and occupied by the father of
Mrs. E. H. James, was slso purchased with the
ey T Toese 2¢ Boyin
own ary shop wn as
House at the corner of Bath-street. The late
Mr. Peake's premises on the Bath-street side
were also purchased, as well as No. 28, Marine-
and No. 29, beloaging to Mr. John Evans who
On those three sites the Hyvdro ang ballroom
wore evected a- 2 cost of £10.000. Above and
around the original Waterloo additions had
been made which resulted in a commodious
hotel for seaside visi ore.
Shops and a vacant restaurang occupied the

lower rart of the Te-race-road side and all
wnra Aoctvaved hy the fire th. santante Af




noots; aNnd James WOOd, ASMSIANT hoOtS  had
been endeavouring to extinguish the fire by
throwing wetar:  but owing to the smoka vzl
flames they had to retirc. It is presumed that
by then one of the gas pes had burst.
Realising the gravity of tL2 situation, the
police at once gave Lhe alarm [n the upper
rooms and roused the visitors. A8 far as
could possibly be known .at the time ¥
body was roused and warnkd to clear off the
premises. ]

Mr. Rhys Ellis, chcmist, rang up Mr, P. B.
Loveday in Chalybeaze-sireet and biought
ladde which were of the greatest wuse in
rescuing the occupanis of the upper rooms.
There were, of course, :hrilling episodes. Most
of the visitors, after having been warned, wére
able to go downstairs and thus escape in time.
There were pitiful cries for “help” and the
screaming and shouting cculd 'be heard from
a distance. Some managed to bring their
clothes and baggage with them; but many
came in their nighg attire only and were
greatly agitated. They were sheltered in the
Belle Vue Hotel, Grosvenor House, and
several houses on the Terrave. All the accom-
modation available was used. The Bandstand
was also filled and a few remained
open-ai= shivering and wondering what to do.
St. ' Michael's Hall was then opened and
afforded refuge for
eight o’clock when breakfast was prowid
for all the .vietims at Teviotdale’'s, North-
parade. Subsequently, many of the visitors
were able to return to their own homes by the
ten o’clock and mid-day trains. The names
and -addresses of all the visitos who were re-
moved from the Hotel were recorded by the
police and numbered 100.

By half-past, two o’clock the fire had got hold
of the Hotel from one end to the other and
before five o’clock the building was com-
pletely gu‘ted. Seven members of the Fire
Brigade were on duty, under the eommand of
| Brigade were on duty, under the eommand of
Cap ain James Evans and the Depng‘
Captain (Davig- Edwards). The nolice
under the direction of Supt. Phillips,

= =

o

Tuspector Thev worke
e, half-past six. It is to the endi:aof
Fire Brigade that they displayed

in the |

those in distress until’

ARSI WV VUUNR WU WV ISR ww eare

| entertaned them and others.

Two members of the concert party, Mr.
'Mmuel Jenes, tenor, and Mr. Michael Mull-
inar, accompan’st, had an exciting experience.
The latter being of a nervaous  temperament
was quickly overccme. Mr. Manuél Jones car-
ried him cn his back while sliding down the
wator pipe from their bedrooin oii the Rath-
sireet side. Madame Laura Evans-Williams
and party were able to procecd o Towye om
Tvésddy ‘o continue their tour.

A wisifor from Yorkshire who did net wish hie
name t6 be published, wa¢ ome of a party of
seven, meitiding his mother over scveniy years
of age, stating af the Hotel. He gave ex-
pression to the general feeling of gratitud, for
the kindness shown by tie townspaonle
Awakened at 1.45 4.m. hy somg one crving
“Help,” he turned uf the light and cn look-
in~ omt thromgh his roocm 4door om ‘n the
third floor landing was el by a Luge vol-
nme of black smoke. Theé¥ were naturally
{ frichtened. but managed to escape uniniurad.
"“We have been very kincly treated)” be
added, “and T appreciate the hindness be-
canse we have lost all wo had.”

From a bedroom facing the ses. two sonng
women managed tn escape by tiino bLiankets
10 the frame of tha verandsh and descending
on to the Promenade.

A PLUCKY RESTUE.

[ 'The mn,wt‘ thrilting_incident was the resena of
Mr. A. BRenneit. boatmaker, Mardol, Shi-ews-
brry, who has one lee criprica. He 2nd an-
other man were seen in a dormer w'ndow =t
the ten of the eastern corner of the Hotell
ma of Mr. Lavedav's ladders waz erected in
front of the verandsh and was hotd 1y M-,
Tovedav and Mr Jemkin Hnmnphrevs. [t was
found that the ladder, which reache? three
storeys wae not long enocugh to resch ‘he ton

were destroyed by the fire, thy contents of
which, it ig understoed, have not been in.
sured. On the site of the old Egyptian House
a fancy emporiun was kept by Mr. Frank Phil-
lips. The two other shops were kent by Sergt
Neal as a tobaccenist, and by Mrs. Longley for
confectionery. N _ ;
The Hotel and its contents weérs valued at
£31665. Tt is estimated that the furniture
‘nlone at pre war prices was worth over £5,000
!and none of it has been saved. Though the
rroprietors did rot live on the premises they
had valuable ! possessions  there.
! Among them was the unique collection of horns
Iadorning the baliroom. They were horns of
‘animals ki'led by the late Mr. Wiliam Gri-
| fith durinz his expeditions in Central Africa
with Mr, Selous, the famous hunter. <
Numerzous political, municipal, and socia)
;gnctions have been hel;] h’:g mm Mr.
oyd George, on ofie © e from
"the baleoriv. Mrs. Lioyd George has also been
{entertained. and among eéminent guests
ware Lady Henry | set, X
McKenna, Lord ?,mdd,
Maior David Davies.. igh:
The total damage cdused is estimated at
£50.000. It is understcod that ~the - property
was insured. < £
M. Maurice Zola arrived on Morday from
the Park Hotel, Cardiff, to m the busi-
ness in succession to Mrs. g.d.:g t.' the man-
agitess, who has not been in good health

e COMMENTS.

Havinz regerd to the size of the building
and its collapse it was remarkably fortunate
that no untoward accidents happenéd during
the hours that the large crowds witnessed the
fire. Jt was also a ratisfactory feature that,
in spite of the rush and excitement which
naturaily prevailed, 2all the visitors were abl,

reom where Mr, ett war seen. The <econd
reoen where Mr. Bannett was seen. The <econd

| sergeant in the of them ren-
dered meritovious sorvice, and a Junior
“he 'merchant srrvics, Jobn

l

$o_cvonpo_wiinjurel,, Thiln S5k wyy 048
to escape uminjured. Their ex't was facii-
tatzi, by the :c;:digﬁlity o‘!" the corridors. The
visitors were _in their expressions of
gratitude for the help andwkin'dng. they re-

ceived.

It was believed that the fire could have
the outset, but the sfaff

not know where the metes




provided, were also. not i
Ag bas already been stated, the firemen and
police worked srenuously and their services
were favourably commented on. The magni-
tude of the fire, however, emphasised the
handicaps caused by the inadequacy of the
appliances, a matter which requires attention
by the Town Council. There is need for addi-
kondnoul-ﬁl;osiet ?G:;:retbemofl
greater quan wate- n was possible
on Tuesday moruving. That will necessitste
more hose, reels, and hydrants. Another
necessity which was pointed out was a fre
t escape capable of always being kept upright
in &= convenient nlace. The equipment of the
Fire Brigade requires to be modernised.
‘Throughout Tuesiay the remains of the fire
continued to smoulder and occasional flames
- amid the ruins. The firemen re-
mained on duty all the time. T; was feared
that the walls, dmnms and ornamental

The ruins should be as early as
indlea i S bk
fire on ni
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